DOCTRINE OF HAMARTIOLOGY

I. Definition of Hamartiology

Hamartiology is the branch of systematic theology that studies sin (Greek: ~amartia). It explains the nature, origin, consequences, and
remedy for sin according to the Bible. It also explores how sin affects humanity, God’s holiness, and the redemptive work of Jesus
Christ.

SUTTEATCATSIT STehl UTUeh! STEAI T SJaierd SHSTeIsh! YT &1 (fish: gH1f2aT)| T8t UTaeh! LT, Scat, TROms T sgeretdT afofd qumem
SATEAT TS| FT TTIe HIH, TR i, TAR] STl SETHRINT el ST oTe Wl STE T

I1. Brief Introduction to Hamartiology

Hamartiology studies the following core areas:

1. Reality of Sin — Sin is rebellion against God’s law (1 John 3:4), breaking fellowship with Him (Isaiah 59:1-2).

2. Origin of Sin — Entered through Adam’s disobedience (Genesis 3, Romans 5:12).

3. Nature of Sin — Sin is both a state (sinful nature) and an act (sinful deeds) (Romans 3:23).

4. Consequences — Spiritual death, separation from God, and guilt (Romans 6:23).

5. Solution — Forgiveness through Jesus Christ’s atoning work (John 1:29, Romans 3:21-26).
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I11. Origin of the Term

1.  Greek Root: Hamartia (d uaptia) means “missing the mark” or failure.
2. Theological Development: Early Church Fathers like Augustine emphasized original sin and the necessity of divine grace.
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IV. Key Biblical References

° Genesis 3:1-7 — Fall of humanity.



e Romans 3:23 — All have sinned.
® Romans 5:12 — Sin through Adam.
e 1 John 1:8-10 — Confession and cleansing.

e John 1:29 — Jesus removes sin.
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V. Importance of Hamartiology

1. Awareness of Sin — Leads to genuine repentance (Psalm 51:3-4).
2. Need for Christ — Reveals humanity’s inability to save themselves (Acts 4:12).
3. Christian Living — Encourages humility, gratitude, and holiness (Titus 2:11-14).
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TYPES OF SIN IN CHRISTIANITY

Major Types of Sin

1. Original Sin (Inherited Sin)

o Sinful nature inherited from Adam (Romans 5:12).

o Humans are born with a sinful disposition (Psalm 51:5).
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2. Actual Sin (Personal Sin)

e  Personal acts of disobedience in thought, word, or deed.



e  Reference: 1 John 3:4.
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3. Mortal Sin vs. Venial Sin (Catholic Tradition)

e Mortal: Grave sin bringing spiritual death (1 John 5:16-17).

e Venial: Lesser sins that damage but do not break fellowship with God.
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4. Sin of Commission vs. Omission

e Commission: Doing what God forbids (Acts 5:1-11).

e Omission: Failing to do what God commands (James 4:17).
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S. Unpardonable Sin (Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit)

e Deliberate rejection of Jesus” work despite knowing the truth (Matthew 12:31-32).
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6. Sins of the Flesh vs. Sins of the Spirit

Fleshly sins: Sexual immorality, idolatry (Galatians 5:19-21).
Spiritual sins: Pride, unbelief (Mark 7:20-23).
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7. Presumptuous Sins vs. Sins of Ignorance

e  Presumptuous: Willful rebellion (Numbers 15:30-31).

e Ignorance: Unintentional sins needing atonement (Leviticus 4:2).
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I1. Key Bible References

[ Romans 5:12

. 1 John 1:8-10

U James 4:17

° Matthew 12:31-32
o Galatians 5:19-21
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II1. Why It Matters

a. Awareness: Recognizing sin leads to repentance (Proverbs 28:13).

b. Grace: Christ’s sacrifice covers all sin (1 John 2:1-2).
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