Introduction to Soteriology (Doctrine of Salvation)

I. Introduction
Soteriology comes from two Greek words: “Soter” (Savior) and “Logos” (Study).

It means “the study of salvation”—how God saves humanity from sin through Jesus Christ.

I1. Definition
Soteriology is the branch of theology that studies God’s plan of salvation:

e How God delivers people from sin and eternal death.
e The person and work of Jesus Christ.

o The application of redemption to believers.

In short: Soteriology explains what salvation is, why we need it, and how we receive it.

II1. What the Bible Teaches about Salvation
1. The Problem: Sin
e All humans have sinned and are separated from God.
(Romans 3:23, Isaiah 59:1-2)
o The result of sin is spiritual death and eternal separation.
(Romans 6:23, Revelation 20:15)
2. God’s Plan: Redemption
e God’s love started the plan of salvation.
(John 3:16, Ephesians 2:4-5)

e In the Old Testament, sacrifices, promises, and prophecies pointed to Jesus.



(Genesis 3:15, Leviticus 17:11, Isaiah 53:5-6)
3. The Savior: Jesus Christ
o Jesus died as a substitute for our sins.
(Romans 5:8, 1 Peter 2:24)
o His resurrection gives believers new life and justification.
(Romans 4:25, 1 Corinthians 15:17)
4. How to Receive Salvation

o Faith: Believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. (John 1:12, Ephesians 2:8-9)
e Repentance: Turn away from sin. (Acts 3:19, Luke 13:3)

e Regeneration: Be born again, become a new creation. (John 3:3-5, 2 Corinthians 5:17)
5. Aspects of Salvation

o Justification: We are declared righteous before God. (Romans 5:1)
e Sanctification: We grow in holiness by the Holy Spirit. (I Thess. 5:23)
e Glorification: Final perfection in heaven. (Romans 8:30, 1 John 3:2)

6. Assurance and Security

e Believers are secure in Christ—no condemnation. (John 10:28-30, Romans 8:38-39)
o The Holy Spirit assures believers of salvation. (Romans 8:16, 1 John 5:13)

IV. Key Verses

e John 3:16 — “For God so loved the world...”
e Ephesians 2:8-9 — “By grace you have been saved through faith...”

V. Summary

Salvation is God’s free gift, based on His love, accomplished through Christ’s death and
resurrection, and received by faith.

Through salvation, we receive forgiveness, new life, and a restored relationship with God.
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